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Th Emu legislature, --which met

Tuesday, bu n opportunity to make
for llseli a businesslike record which
would receive the thanks of 11 the peo
ple. There 1 do occasion for the ee
klon befog a lengthy ooe. . As legUli
Iurea go, brevity niay generally be made
one of the beat and moat commendable
feature. It wa a wiae law that changed
the meeting of the Kaoaaa legislature
I rum annual to session. There
la a widespread feeling of conservatism
to the muter of and the

now generally In.
sured by the It ait I number of measures
and the fewest changes In lsw.

The im,ortaat election of a Uoitod
States senator creates no ripple of ex
cltemeot this year, and tbe .choice o(
Mr. Ingall will be but a formal vote re.
quiring ooly a few minutes time.

The prohibition question Is practical
ly oi the shelf for the present. The
.railroad question has already been
trrelly thoroughly considered in the paat
and while the operationa of the present
law have shown l to be far from perfect.
atill the mala point ol the problem oi
transportation have been covered in the
past and tiie legislature should bo In an
intelligent position to make any needed
modiflcitlont as speedily and simply
possible.

There are a ounber ot provision la a
few of the present laws ol Kansas which
may Well demand the best attention and
some lmle time of tLe legislature whlcb
has convened. A careful counsel
mad a wise coarse which will amend the
lawa on assessment of property
aod up a roads sod upon
the puulshuieat ot murderers.
would meet the hssttv approbation of a
people wh have long submitted to the
present lax lw si illustrated
by the un'q'iil, unjust and ridiculoua
met bo Is of uiewoeul ; tha interior road
laws which alio wasli ot time and
money to comparatively li'tle purpose;
and to tho laxity of the law for murders.
which almost sets a premium upu this
woral of criiu4, a h i b"en repeatedly
showu ill Kansas during late years.

Somelhiug should be do..e in the way
of arringing tor a geologic! survey of
the slate, and t'-i-e needed
bills be pssed. Ia a word, the state ex.
pecu of it and senators
at Topek. business, not buocotnbs.

1) EATII OF COLFAX.
Our dispatches Tueaday afternoon an

nounce the sudden death of Ex-Vic- e

l'reaident Schuyler Colfax. Ilia demise
occurred this morning about bait past
10 o'clock at Mankato, Minnesota. He
dropped dead while at a rail;
road depot waiting lor a train and
bis unexpected taking oil la attributed
to be art disease. Thus Is removed
from our midst a man who baa been
most pro ent character In the pollti- -
cat annals ot this country sad who,
during the trying times ol the war, waa
the special triend and confidential ad
viser ol President Abraham Lin-
coln. Mr. Colfax was born in
New York city la March, 1823,
and la consequently In the 031 year ot
his age. Early In life bo removed to
South Bend, Indiana, where be has sine
made bis home 'an) where, we believe,
lor some years paatbeshas been assocl-ate- d

with the conduct of the South Bend
Tribune.
He Waa elected to congress (rem Iodiaoa

In 1854 and waa aix timea re elected. In
1859 be made an eloquent speech In con
gress on the subject that brought Kan-a- aa

Into auch prominence during that
stormy period. He waa chosen speaker
of the bouse of repres ntatives in De
cember, 1803. and again in 1805. He
gained a high reputation as a
presiding officer, and was one of the
most popular apeakers that ever occu
pied the chair. He was nomioaied for
the office of vice president of (be United
State la May, 1808, aud filled that otllce
while Grant was president daring the
first term of his office.

Mr. Coltax will be remembeied as
having visited Emporia three
years ago, at which time he delivered
hia well known lecture on Abraham
Lincoln.

TUB OHANT MGIiTOAOB.
la regard to the matter growing out

ot the loan of $130,000 by Vaoderbilt to
General Gr.tnt the day before the failure
ot Grant A Ward, the following delicate
and honorable has late-
ly taken place, the first letter being ad
dressed to Mrs. Grant:

I present to you as your separate es
tate the debt and judgment I hold against
Ueoeral uranl, also the mortgagee upon
bis real estate and all the household lur
nliure aud ornaments, only with this
condition, that the swords, commissions,
medals, gifts from the United Hi ales,
states, ctuea and foreign governments,
and all articles of historical' value and
interest shall, at the general's death, or
if you desire It, sooner, bo presented to
the government at Washington, where
they will remain a a perpetual memor
ial of hia fame and of the history of hia
time.

1 enclose herewith assignments of the
mortgages and Judgments, bill of sale of
personal properly and deed of trust. In
which articles of historical Interest
enumerated.

A copy of this trust deed will, with
your approval, be forwarded to the pres-
ident of the United States for deposit in
the proper department Trusting tbese
actions will ineet with your acceptance
aid approval, and with kindest regards
to your husband, l am

Yours repe'tull v,
Signed W. H. Vanderhilt.

To this letter General Grant, after con
salting with bis wife, replisd that she
could net receive tha gift except ss lo
the articles to be deposited with the gov.
eminent.

Mr. Vanderbilt aaln wrote the gee
cral, saying:

I shad not be detested la the purpose
to wnica i nave given so much thought,
nd which 1 have ao much at heart. I

will, therefore, aa last as money is re.
celved from the sales of real estate, de
posit in tne union trust company.
wun me money iaus realized l will at
once create a trust with proper provi-aion- a

for tbe income, to lw paid to Mrs
Grant daring her life, aud giving power
to her to make auch disposition of the
principal by her will as she may elect.

Very truly,
Wm. H. Vandekbilt.

To General U. S Grant.
THE GENERAL'S SECOND REPLY.

New York City, Jan. 11, 1383.
W. K. Vaodarbllt:

uear dib: i oar utter this date re-- ,
ceived. Mrs. Grant and I regret you
cannot accept oar proposition to retain
the property wmcu was mortgaged In
good taltb to secure a debt of honor.
But your generous determination com.
pela us to no longvr reaiat.

Your V. .u nt.
StHS. ORANT'S KKPUSSJ..

New York. Sunday. Jan. 11?18S5
Mr Dbak Me. Vandekbilt: Upon

Heading your letter this aiternoon Gen.
Grant and mvaelf tell it would be un
gracious to refuse yonr princely and

oflVr. Hence, his note to you.
reflecting I Ood I cannot I

will not accept your munificence in any
form. I beg you will pardon this
apparent vacillation, and consider this
answer definite and final.

With great regard and a sense of obi I
gallon that will always ninalo, I am

Yours, very gratefully.
Julia D. Grant.

To W H. Vaoderbilt. .

Business, not buncombe, should
the wa'ch-wor- d at the leirialatnre.

Oorrigan, tbe great street railway
magnate of Kansas City, has sold his
entire interest in ihe street csr corpora
tion. The principal purchaser ia Mr
Walton Halmes, wao lor some time baa
owned and mutated the Kansas City
West port railroad.
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The Isenerthy but Interestlnar
Document Delivered by the
Governor to the Kansas.

at Noon

To the Saaata aad Uooss of He ureses tatlves
Before the legislature again assembles

in regular aeaslon. Kansas will have
completed her Oral quarter ol a century
aa a slate in the Uuion. Admitted on
the 24Hh of January. 1801. lust on the
outbreak of the moat vital aud tremen
dous conflict the word baa ever known.
tne nisiorv of nanraa affords a signal
sou iiiusirious exsmpie ox the growth
and development of an American com
monwealth under the inspiration of free
nepoDiicao institutions. Tbe thirtv-on- e

CountiAS organized at the dale of its ad- -
mission, have increased to eif htv-tw-

and the population of the stale, then but
little in excess ot one hund.ed thousand,
i now iuiiv a million ana ana a ouar
ter. Then, only 41)6.408 acre of iU vast
area of productive soil were under culti-
vation, and the leading crop products ol
tbe slat aggregated ooly 194.173 buahels
of wheat and 0.150,727 bushels ot corn
During tne year jest closed, 9,458.737
acre were ender cultivation, and the
leading cereal products of the state ag.
greated 48,050,431 bushels of wneat and
100.870.0oo Doshels of corn. In Jennarv.
1801. tbe assessed vrlus of the nroDertv
of the stale aggregated $?4,774.33; now
it aggregates t337.030.39t . Then onlv
217 school districts were organized, 310
teachers employed, and the school prop,
erty ot tbe state was Valued at only f 10,-43-

now, there are nearly 7.000 organ
ized school districts and 6.005 school
houses, 8,343 teachers are employed In
our public schools, and the school prop
erty of the state aggregates In value
$5 715,582, Then, there wss not a mile
of railway within the boundaries of
Kansas; now, there are 4 480 50 miles of
railway in operation; the assessed value
of these roads is t28.455.&07.80: and
sixty nine of the eighty-tw- o organized,
and four of the tbirteea unorganized
counties of the state, are traversed by
one or more milts ot rsilwsy. In 1801.
tbe live stock nt the state com priced only
20 844 horses, 1 490 tnulns, 03,403 cattle.
138 2114 swine, snd 17,309 sheep a totsl
of 271,100 hmd. Now. there sre in
Knuui 401.130 noises, 64.889 moles.

cattle. 1,953,144 swine, and
1.200,207 sheep a total of ff.544.391
bead. The total vote of the stste In
1801, was only 14,471; in 1804 it had in- -
cress d to 21,835; lo 1808 to 43.084: In
1872 to 100,174; in 1870 to 124,110; in
1880 to 201J230 ; and at the last election
it n ached a total of 205,084.

The mar eloua growth and prosperity
these figures reyeal are not only gratify
ing to the pride or every citizen ol the
ataie, aod honorable to the men and
women whose industry, energy and in-
telligence have wrought this miracle ot

but they should admonish
f ou, geatleusa of tbe legislatuie, of the
arger and graver duties and responsi

bilities Qeyolved upon yon by the great
ness of tbe state you represent. To you
is committed the sole power ol making
lawa for the preservation of public order.
the protection of individual rights, tbe
promotion or tne general welfare, and
tbe punishment of outbreaking crime;
and in your hands rests all authority to
levy, or to control the levying ot, taxes
lor the support of the state government,
the education ot car youth, the proper
care of the unfortunate, and the build
ing up of tboae public iohtitmiona of
learning, of charity and of relorm or
punishment, which are easential to the
well-bein- g ot civilized society.

BTATK FINANCES.
The reports ot the auditor aud treas

urer, showing tbe financial condition of
the state, are lull and aatisfactorv. The
credit ot Kansas haa also ranked high.
and the outstanding bonds of tbe atate
command a large premium.

The total bonded debt of the state, on
the 1st of January, 1885, was $935,500.
Of this amount, tbe perinanei school
lund held (544,500 ; tbe University tund,
$9,000, and the sinking lund. $01,000
a total of $014,500. Ouly $321,000 of
our booda remain In the hanus ot Indi
viduals or corporations. Tbe cash in
the treasury belonging to the sinking
tund is $13,203 38.

During the two years covered by tbe
fourth biennial report of tbe state treas-
urer, viz., from July 1st, 1882, tJ Juoe
30lh, 1884, the receipts ot tbe treasury

eluding a balance of $044,323 70, on
band July lak1882.) aggregated 4J88,- -

400.50. The disbursements during the
ssme period were $3,833,948 43, leaving
a balance In the treaauu J one BOln,
1884, of $754,512.07.

From July 1st to December gist, iota.
the receipts ot the state treasury were as
tollowa: From tax, $298,733 98; from
principal of school lands, $118,811.29;
from perfiaent school fund bonds paid,
$33,553 35; from interest on sales of
land, $07,985 80; trom interest on per-
manent fund bonds, $58,208 08; from
other sources, $101 949.44. Making an
aggregate of $742,301.54, which, added
to tbe balance on nana J uue so, ltxu,
makes a total ot $1,400.813 01. The dis-
bursements during the same six mnths
aggregated $1,118,409.90. leaving in the
treasury at tne close oi Dusiness on the
81st of December last, the sum of $308,- -

343.65, divided among the several iuuus
aa follows: General revenue. COO.741.93;
capltol extension tund, $2,079 45 ; sink
ing fund, $13,209.09; interest luno, 4,--

051.08; permanent school fund, $17- ,-

38470 ; annual school lund, fBo.oaa 5u ;
University permsnent fund, su.bd.oo ;
University interest fund, $4,474.09;
Normal school permanent lund, (4 0.1 1 ,
Normal school interest fund. $1,723.14;
Agricultural college endowment fund,
$4,258 48; Agricultural college Interest
fund, $4,833.03 ; military fund, $9,224 05 ;

railroad commissioner fund, $3.053 04;
rsilroad fund, $8,101.39; insurance lund,
$3,420.43; library tund, $2,195; veteri-
nary tund, $772.30. Amounting in the
aggregate, as stated, U $308,343 05 un
expended balances and uninvested funds.

Tbe bonds and securities in tne treas
ury at i he close of business December
3 1st, 1884, were aa follows: Permanent
school tund bonds, K3,05i.euu.'j5; Agri
cultural college bonds, $304,103 50 Agri
cultural college notes ana contracts,
$U9,C83.20; University fund bouds, $74.- -

098. Normal school bond. $01,8.3;
stoking fund bond,-$01,00- 0. Makings
total Ot $3,732,359 90.

MUNICIPAL DEBT AND TAXATION.
The Indebtedness of tbe slate, is so

small and Its payment at maturity will
be so gradually aod so easily provided
for that the contrast presented by the
enormous aggregate of local debt is
sta'tllng. Tbe bonds issaed by tlis sev-

eral counties of Kansaa and outstanding
on the 1st of July last aggregated

90, and tbe county warrants out-
standing at the same da aggregated
$621,000 39, making a total county in-

debtedness of $8,005,748.29 The town- -

Ship bonds ontntanding at the same time
aggregated. $2,625,243.53, ana tne ton-sht- p

warrants outstanding, $24,787 35
mtklng a total township indebtedness ol
$2 650,030.00. The city bonds then out-
standing aggregated $2,287 125 90, and
the city warrants due aod unpaid. $200,-310,2- 7

making a total city indebted- -

SS of S2.487.430.17. The school dis
trict bonds outstanding at the same date
aggregated $3,734,788 31, and tbe school
district warrants $13.920.19 making a
total achool district indebtedness of
$2,748,tl4 50. Grand total of municipal
indebtedness, county. township, city and
schoaf district, .

In one Kansas couoiy the municipal
indebtedness aggregates more than one- -

fifth ot tbe assessed value or all the
property ol the coun-y- , and ia nearly
docbla the bonded debt of the state. In
another county the aggregate of the mu-
nicipal debt' exceeds the state debt over

tnousana aoiiais; ia aim ano'.ner
county tbe aggregate ia with in aixty
thousand dollars ol tbe state' bonded
debt; and in two other the aggregate
laweblesness closely approximates that
ot the state
'Aad this dreadful burden of municipal
debt is atill piling up In July, 1882, it
aggregated $14,4.019 72; in July, 1884,
the aggregate waa 13,U5I,9'JU.80 an in
crease in two years of $1479,910.14. It
probably now exceeds sixteen million
dollars, or very nearly ot
the total assessed valuatiou ef all tae
property of the stale.

The limitations and restrictions put
upon the power of coan'ies, towoships,
cities and school districts, lo create debts
and levy taxes, are too lew and feeble.
The dlseasa,.which sffucts tbe body poll- -
tic is toe msich local government. The
state is more fortunate than any ot its
local becaus the frame rs
of ita constitution wisely limited its debt
to ooe million dollar. If proportionate
limitations had beru placed upon tbe
debt-ereat.n- r authority of our local gov
ernment. Kansaa would to-da- have
been In a much belter financial condi-
tion, and In all other respects her people
wouia ie quite as prosperous as tuey
now are.

for the evil complain-- d

ot can now be provided This is a diffl- -

colt problem. But sorely the wisdom of
the' legislature should be equal to the

task of protecting the of
the slate against a continuance or this
wasteful improvidence. Stringent lim
itations should be plsced on the debt--
creating and tax-levy- ing powers ot all
local organizations. Half of the
"cities" of the state ahonld be relegated
to the rank of towns or villages, and the
simplest and most economical form of
government ahould be provided for them.
In all communities where the popol
tlon justifies a city organization tbe
membership of the councils should be
largely reduced; the boards ol education
should have not to exceed three mem-
bers, who should be elected at large; the

g authority of councils should
be hedged about with the most stringent
regulations and limitations; and no
bonded debt should be created unless
authorized by the vote of three-fourth-a

ot tbe legal voters.
ASSESSMENT AND TAXATION.

Our lawa on the subject ut tbe assess-
ment and eouallzation of property values
for taxation need thorough revision.
Section 15, chapter 107, lawa of 1879, re-

quires that all classes of property shall
be assessed at the true value thereof In
money.- - This provision is practically a
dead letter. Tbe assessors not ooly pay
no attention to this requirement, but by
formal agreement a seas property at from
25 to 50 per cent ot Us true value, and as
a consequence tbe state board of railroad
assessors adopta the aame rule in ap
praising the value of railway property.

If It were possible under such a sys-
tem to obtain a uniform assessment of
property values throughout the state,
there would not, perhaps, be seiious
ground for complaint. The ODly evil
result would be the impression created
In the minds of persons desiring to
become citizens of Kansas that our
taxes must be very burdtniome. But
the valuations of property ia the aevsial
counties, and of lea in d life rent s ctions
of the same couuty. are grossly unequal.
ranging trom 2 to 00 per cent o' actual
value.

Tbe causes whlcb have operated to
bring about these lot qualities in assess-
ment appear to be, firnt, a desire on the
part of township assessors and county
boards to diminish, as much as possible,
Ihe proportion of their respective coun-
ty and atata tax ; and. second, to avoid
tbe restrictions upon tsx levies provide!
in section 220, chapter 25, laws 'ot 1879.
Under this section, a couutv witn a
property valuation noixceediog $5,000.-00-

can levy one ner cent for general
purposes, and is thereby enabled to raise
$50,000. But should the valuation be in
creased to $5,100,000, the c uuly author
ities can levy only one-h-a If ot one per
cent, yieldiug a revenue of only $25,100
It, therefore, the sum or S50.000 is re
quired for current expenses, the county
must cither increase it assesjestte I val-
ues at once from $5,000,000 to $10,000.- -
000, or keep such vslues below the first
named sum. The constant tendency,
therefore, is towards low valuations
This difficulty might be remedied by
suthonzing a lew one per cent on a
valuation of $5,000,000. and providing
that the levy should be decreased one
mill for each $1,000,000 increase in val
uation.

Several counties bave'during the past
few years, sought to Inaugurate a reform
In assessments, and to comply with tbe
requirements of our laws. But as such
attempts invariably resulted in impos-
ing unequal and oppressive hardens
upon their taxpayers, the authorities of
such counties have soon abandoned their
purpose.

1 he wnoie question oi tne assessment
and equalization of property values is
ot grave and general importance, worthy
of the serious attention of tbe legisla
ture. I am aware that It is a complex
subject, and presents msny phases diffi
cult to harmoniously and equitably ad
just. But I can conceive of no question
liki ly to come oetore you tnat is oi more
vital interest to the general welfare of
the people or more deserving patient.
careful intelligent stuly and considera
tion.

SCHOOL DISTRICT BOND LEVIES.

Under the provisions of section 187,
chapter 92, C. L. of 1879, it is msde the
duty of tbe board of county

of each county to levy annually upon
all the taxable property In each school
district in such county, a tax sufficient
to pay the interest accruing upon any
bond issued by such district, and to pro-
vide a sinking fund for tbe final redemp
tion of the bonds

It sometimes happens, either trom
neglect or purposely, that the duty thus
enjoined is not periormeo, ana no pro
vision is msae lor tne payment or cou
pons or bonds until long after maturity.
As the msjority of these school district
bonds are owned by tbe permanent
school tund would it not be well to give
Ihe state board of school fund Commis-
sioners authority to fully protect the in-

terests of tbe funds In their guardian-
ship by conferring upon them the power
to make the necessary levies in an caes
where county commissioners have re-

fused or neglected to do so ?

I'CBLIC EDUCATION.
Tbe school system of Kansas embraces

the common schools, the University, toe
Agricultural college and tbe Normal
school. The constitution makes in an
imperative duty of the legislature "to
encourage the promotion ot intellectual,
moral, scleulinc ana agricultural im-
provement by establishing a uni-
form system of common schools,
and schools of higher grade,
embracing normal, preparatory, codegi- -
ate aud uuiversily departments." Ihe
duty thus enjoined in our organic law
haa been by aa unfailing
and even prodigal generosity on the pari
of the people ot the slate, in the facilities
provided lor the education of our youth.
Tbe first public thought, in every settle
menl lu Kaubtts, has been the school
honse. Tbe best constructed and inotil
costly building in every city, town or
hamlet of the slate, Is tbe public school.
No Kansas community, in the earnest
da) s it baa known, has ever felt too poor
to pay tor a school house and employ a
teacher. When the people were living
in dug outs, they voted bonds to build a
comfortable school bouse on tbe hill
Believing education to be "a better sale-guar- d

ot liberty than a standing army,"
and that on it the future destiny and
glory of the stale must
rest, no touch of psrsim my has charac-
terized the relations betaeeu tbe tax-pave-

ot Kansas and our school system.
The expenditure ot the stale for iiublic
education exceed the aitcregaie ot ail us
other expenditures.

Tbe report Ol the state
of public instruction shows a school pop-
ulation between tbe ages of-n- ve aud
twen'y-on- e years of 4 11,250, aa increase
ot 28.981 over 1883. Tbe scholars enroll
ed numbered 308,001, an increase of 17,.
433 over the enrollment of tbe previous
year. The attendance in 1883 averaued
168.117; for the year just clo.-ed-, 207,221

aa increase of 39,104 la 1874 the ea
roll meat was only 135,598 and tbe at
tendance 77,380. These figures show
an Increase in leu years of 108,003 in en
rollment and 129,835 in attendance

The teachers employed in tbe public
school ia 1883 numbered 8,283; in 1884
8.342, of whom 2,390 were males and
5.400 females. Average wages paid
teachers per month, males, $40 70;
females. $32 .80. In Is. 4 there were
5.043 teachers employed, of WDnu 2 300
were males and 2,083 females. The aver
age wages then paid were: males.
$37.24; females, $28 09. Tbe Increase in
tbe average wages paid indicates an in
creaning demand lor belter oualiQed
lescbers

The school buildings and grounds ar9
Valued at $5,715,582. There are 6.005
school houses, ot wuicti 417 were built
during; the past year. In 184 tbe school
house numbered only 3,543, valuod at
$3,989,085. Increase In number of school
houses during the past ten years 3 Oo;

in tbeir value, $1,iZo,49.
Tbe receipts and expenditures for

achoal purposes during the school year
ended July 31st, 1884. are shown by the
following exhibit:

Receipts. Balauce in district treas
uries AU. 1S' I3S3. S378.ZT1.8
Amount received trom county irea-ur- er

trom district taxes. $3,021,053.25: re
ceived from county school fonds. $304.- -

444 74; trom sal ol school bonds, $539,'
009.34; from all other sources, $149..
27 1 .15. Making a total or $3,392 050.35.

Expenditures Amount paid for
teachers' wages, $1.0.2,734.62; for rents,
fuel and incidentals. $431,543. 17; frlibraries and school apparatus, $50.602..
SO; for sites, buildings and furniture,
$566,231.47; tor ail other purposes. $145,
852.74. Total expenditures for school
purposes during tbe year, $2,882 903.28,
Balance in tbe hands of district treasur
era J uly 81st, 1884, $509,087 07.

School Funds. Tbe investment for
the permanent school land for the fiscal
vear ended June SOth, 1883, aggregated
K339.V4a.03: tor tbe Oscal year ended
J une 30tb. 1883, $762.801 ; for tbe peri.id
from J une 30th to Dm. 1st, 1884. $243,
588. Total, 11,351.395 55. The unin
vested money belonging ! this fund, re
maining in the s'ale treasury Dec. 1

last, wan $9,169.75.
THE COUNTY TEACHERS' INSTITl'TKS

Are doing excellent work, and the money
appropriated for them by the aiate ia
well spenti Our school system must de

T
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pend, for its success, largely on Ihe spirit
and enterprise of tne teachers, and tuese
institutes, furnishing norma! education
to tbe great body of our public educators
ana promoting and fostering a spirit of
pride in their profession, are of lm por
tent and general benefit. For so large
a body of officers, the teachers of Kansas
rank well - But there is room for improve-
ment and it Is worthy of inquiry whether
an increase 01 the wo.K 01 the county
institutes wool a not oe wise.

HIGHER SCHOOLS.
Our institutions of advanced education

seem to be in in a flourishing condition.
Undoubtedly the common scoool system
1 infinitely mote valuable to u as aitue
than the higher institutions, but both
are necessary to secure the test results
in the formation of a wise and intelligent
community. Kansas ia now a great.
populous ana wealiby state, and can
afford to be liberal, though not extrava-
gant in providing for our institutions ot
higher education. The public schools
should be put in harmonious relations
with the University, tbe Agricultural
College, and tue Normal school, feeding
them with the best bli.od and brain of
the slate. The graduates o.' these mslitu
tion, as a rule remain permanent citizens
or Kansas ana give as the benefit ot their
knowledge and of tbe discipline to which
they have been subjected. The bighei
schools ot learning Lave always been the
borne and nnrsery ol progress aod free-
dom, even in despotic governments and
tbeir liberalizing, conservative and up-
building results among a free peoplecan-no- t

be over-estlmat-

T! three great educational . institu-
tions of the state should each, however,
confine its work 10 the purposes for
which it wss established. No one ot
them should attempt, nor bo permitted,
to trench on the field aisigned the others.
There is room and need for them all,
each in its legitimate province. Tbe
state does not need, and should not be
asked to support, two or three universi
ties, or agricultural colleges, or Normal
schools, but it ought to, and no doubt
will, generously support one institution
in each of the fields of work and duty in-
dicated by the names of these homes .ol
learning.

The Sta'e University Tbe condition
of the university, us prospects aod needs,
are tullv stated in thereports of its re-ge- uts,

its chancellor, and its heads of de-
partments. Tbe regents state that a
sub.-tinti- al and gratifying prosperity has
marked its history during the past two
years. TbH new chemical building has
been erected and (quipped. The board
has wisely ordered tbn discontinuance of
the lowest preparatory course, and taken
action 1'ioking to the early discontinu
ance ot tbe entire preparatory depart
ment, so that the s'rengtb of tbe faculty
may be devoted wholly to the work of
higher education.

Ihe university bad 521 students en
rolled during the last fiscal year, and is
stvad ly growing In usefulness and pop
ularity. The sttte should cherish and
encourage it in every possible way. The
regents urge the erection ot a natural his
tory building. The collection of that de-
partment, undoubtedly one of the largest
sud most valuable in the country, long
ago overflowed the boundaries of the
rooms assigned it.

The Agricultural College. The re- -

poris of the board ol regents and officers
of the State Agricultural College
detail the growth and . gtneral
condition of that institution. Its
buildings sre substantial and commo
dious, the grouods attractive and its an-

nual attendance bas increased 20 per
cent., 39o students being now enrolled .
The new wing of tbe main college build-
ing is completed and occupied. Tbe
endowment fund now aggregau-- s $475,-305.1- 8,

all of which except $8,111 is in
vested at rates of interest varying from
six to seven per cent. Ihe college is
steadily and rapidly growiug in popular
esteem, and itj course of s'udv is well
adapted to the objects for which tbe in-
stitution was founded. Its needs are
fully set torth in the reports of its re- -
trents and officers.

State formal School. The school
teachers constitute the largest body of

ublic functionaries in Kansas, and this
institution, tbe mate's training-schoo- l for
teachers, is a most important factor in
our educational system. The reports ot
its bosrd of .regents and officers affirm
that its neetulness is constantly increas
ing, and that its attendance, numbering
534 during the last fiscal year, would
have been even larger if room lor the
accommodation of' those applying for
admission cuiild have beeu provided
Detailed estimates of tbe requirements
of the school for the ensuing two vears
are given in the reports, and commended
to your attention.
THE SALE OK TUB NORMAL SCHOOL

LANDS.
Ihe board of regents repoitj tbe sale

bulk, of a large tract of lands in
Mitchel' couuty, at the rate ot $3 50 per
acre. 1 he report of the state auditor
shows that the average assessed value of
lands in Mitchell county is $ i.92 per
acre, and this is probably not to exceed
thirty or tony per cent, of their true
value. This sale of Normal School lands

as provoked considerable criticism tu
the public press, and it may be well for
the legislature to maUe inquiries con-
cerning it. Nothing appears to have
been known by the public of the con-
templated saie, until alter it was con-
summated, and tbe fact has aroused bus
picions which mav be unjust. But it
should be the settled policy of tbe state
that no sale of suuilar character be al-

lowed "nlil after due puoiirc notice, by
advertisement. Publicity is a sovereign
preventive of wrong-doin- in public st
airs, and an ounce ot it is worth more
ban a ton of discusaioi and investiga

tion after the wrong has leen cimmit-te1- .
Not an acre ot land in which tie

late has an interest should be permitted
to be sold without tbe public notice by
advertisement

THE PERMANENT SCUOI'L FUND.
For many years past certain fraudu

lent bonds purporting to have been i- -

sutd by the counties Uice, Norton
and Comanche, aad aggregating $14500,
have baen counted as pait ol tbe perma
nent school fund. The const nut 10a pro
vides taat tois tund ' sJiall nnt be dimiu
ished," aud that the lutere-- t derived
tbi reirom shitl te invariably appro-
piitied t tue support of tbe common
schools. As the Irauduleut bonds above

to produca no interest, tbeir
purcbkse through the agency ot tbe
state virtually diminished tbe permanent
school fnnd, and the statu should make
good to the fund the amount of these
bonds. The sia'e treasurer should also
be instructed to cancel these bonds, and
be auditor directed to make tbe proper

records and credits upon the books of bis
office.

THE STATE SCHOOL LANDS.
ZS ' interest of Kansas has been so

recklessly and improvidently managed
as the state school lands, ua her ad.
mission into the Union, Kansas received.
for the support of school, fully three
million acres of public lands. Properly
held snd guarded, the proceeds arising
from the sale ii these lands would have
created a permanent school fund suffl
dent iu amount to meet almoot
tbe entire expense of our com.
mon schoois But a more ab
surd system than that provide! by
our laws tor the control and hoal dis
nosal of ecbool lan 1J3 it would bedifflcu.'t
to devise. . Under its nialigu influences
the permanent school fund has beeu de
prived of probably one-hal-f the total
amount that should have been, and, un-
der a propt r system, would have been
realized trom the lands already sold.

fcvery governor or the state dnring tbe
past eight years bas directed the atten
tion of tbe legislature to this reckless
and improvident system, and tbeir sug
gestions ana recommendations touching
tms subject have been supplemented by
the elaborate reports ot several State
auditors, treasurers aod superintendents
of public instruction. But nothing has
been done to correct the detects and
abuses of the system, nor to protect tbe
m ignificent school aomaia ot the state
trom despoliation

1 ne faults 'I tne present system mav
be briefly summed uo: First, it puts the
control of tbe sale of school lands into
tbe bands of thofe who want to buy
second, the appraisement ot lands i
madd bv the immediate neighbors of
those who want to buy ; aad, third, the
proceeds of every aale are largely re
duced bv the extravagant tees allowed
local officers Tbe results of these faults
have been and are: First, the permanent
school fund has already been deprived
of an enormous aggregate amount by
rraaon of sales effected at extremely low
Valuations; second, the tees of county
officers arising from such sales aggregate
from $12,000 to $16,000 annually ; and.
third, the fund has lost nearly $40,000
ny reasoa ot tne oelalcations of county
treasurers.

1 earnestly renew Ihe recommends
tloos made oy my three imme
diatf predecessor in office that
a state land department be rreated. under
tbe control and direction of a competent
state land commissioner, who shall have
the enttre management of all land
owned or controlled by the state. Such
a department organized onder a care.

fully framed law, and surrounded with
all necessary restrictions and safeguards,
would be far less expensive, far more
efficient and in every respect preierabie
to the present cumbrous, awkward and
wasteful system.

STATE CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS.
The biennial report of the board ot

trustees having charge ot the state char
itable institutions furnishes full detailed
information concerning the condition,
expense of maintaining, capacity aod re-
quirements of the asylums and schools
for the care and education of those un-
fortunate citizens who are mentally or
physically afflicted.

Some years ago the legislature wisely
consolidated the management of all oar
charitable and reformatory institutions
under one board. The change has been
attended with the best results. But the
system under which these Institutions
are managed la. in many respects, im
perfect and tbe supervision the board
exercises over them is inadequate. The
trustees, receiving no salaries snd hold
ing ouly occasional meetings, cannot de
vote auch time and attention to the
supervision of the institutions in their
charge aa. in my judgment, the import.
aoc- - of this trost should require. Six
great public chanties, the Insane Asy.
lu.ms at Osawatomie and Tope k a, the in
stitution at Wyandotte tor the Education
of the Blind, the institution at Olathe
for the Education of the Deaf and Dumb,
tbe State Ketorm School near Topeka,
and tbe asylum at Lawrence for Idiotic
and Imbecile Youth, arc remote from
each other, and even ihe moat occasional
and superficial visitation and inspection,'
by the members ot the board isdifiisult
and exacting, and expensive to the
state.

More than two-fifth- s of the to
tal appropriations made by tbe
egislatuie tor the support of the
tate government during tbe current fis

cal year $352,981 of a total of $830,940
are expended for the maintenance ot

these charities. 1 et the expenditure of
this vast sum of money, aa well as the
still more vital quesiion of properly
supervising tbe management of these in-
stitutions, is committed entirely to the
charge of a small body ot citizens who
bold only occasional meetings, make
few and hasty visits of inspection, and
having their own private concerns to en
gross their time and interest, cannot
lairly bj expected to do more than this.

la my judgment the executive In
nominating the members of the board
should designate one ot them as secre
tary, and the secretary should be a sala
ried cnicer aod should devote his entire
time aud energy to the work which piop- -

erty comes under the supervision of the
board, lie should have an office at tbe
siate capital, in which all the records,
accounts and papers ot the board should
be kept; he should be required to fre
quently visit and carefully inspect all the
charitable institutions; and he should
gather and compile for the information
of the legislature facts and statistics con-
cerning ibe management of the jails and
almshouses of the state aod the local ex-
penditures on accouut of tne dependent
classes.

I believe that the change thus recom
mended would not only result in effect-
ing important and desirable reforma in
the management of the state charitable
institutions, but would be a measure of
economy.

THE PENITENTIARY.
The reports of the dirtctors, warden

and other officers of the state peniten
tiary show in detail the operations of
that institution during the last two fiscal
years. The penitentiary not only con- -

nues self sustaining, but the profits of
tbe coal mine have made it a source ot
revenue to the stue. Its surplus earn-
ings for the year ended June 30, 1884,
were $25,717 09, and the directors ex-
press tbe opinion that the institution
will hereafter not only continue self- -
sustaining, but that its earnings will be
sufficient to carry on and complete the
improvements rendered necessary by the
Increasing prison population.

t he output or tbe coal mine is steadily
increasing. For the year ended June 30,
1883, it was 733,433 bushels, and for tbe
year ended June 30, 1884, it reached

i7,8o7 bushels.
The directors and warden report that

another cell bouse is necessary: advise
the introduction ot electric lights in the
prison; recommend a number or addi-
tions and imorovements ; and call atten-
tion ti several defects or omissions in
the laws regulating the management of
the institution. These suggestions are
commended to your attention.

Since the biennial reports ot the offi
cers of the penitentiary were prepared it

as been discovered that the chief clerk
of the prison, J. C. Pasev, has stolen lis
funds to a considerable amoual by
means of forged vouchers and other
criminal practices. Pusey disappeared
simultaneously with tbe detection of his
crimes and has not yet been appre

ended.
The warden. Col. Jones, asks that the

legislature make a searching and im
partial investigation of this embezzle-
ment and of the management of the
prbon generally. This request should
be com plud with, not only that the guilt
or fault of the crime may be fastened on
tbe proper person, and the innoceul may
be sbielded trom unjust suspicion, but
n order that measures may be suggested

r preventing or instantly detecting at
tempts to commit frauds or crimes with- -

n tbe very walls ot tbe state's prison.
THE INSURANCE DEPARTMENT

Tne report ot the superintendent of
nsurance furnishes a detailed exhibit of
he transactions of the office and yonr

attention is directed to its statement
aod 1 commendations.

An immense sum ot unney is annual-pai- d

by the people of Kansas as pre
miums lor insurance, and it is an imper
ative dntv of tbe legislature to provide
adequate laws for the protection of tuose
thus insured.

Most of the policies issued bv insur
ance companies contain stipulations aud
conditions which, by tbe policies, are
declared warranties, and, also by the
terms of the policies, these stipulations
and conditions form a part of the coo- -

ract as it hss been completed. The
courts have decided that these stipula-
tions and conditions must be complied
with to tbe minutest detail or tbe policy
s rendered void. Under such policies,

therefore, it makes no difference wheth
er tbe thing warranted has anything to
do with the risk, nor whether its breach
proceeds from intentioa, mistake or
fia'id. If the warranty is shown to
hava bee a broken the policy is void.

Insurance companies employ and
pay agents to tike fire or life risks and
tbese agents make all all kinds of repre
sentations to induce persons to insure
Yet by the terms of some policies, these
agents instead of being the agents of the
companies are made tbe agents ot the
insured, snd thus tbe person Insured is
made responsible for the acta and con
duct ot persons who are really the agents
of the insurance companies.

tsy the terms ot manv ot tbe policies
01 lile insurance 11 the premium la not
paid the exact day on which it falls due
tbe policy becomes void, although in
tact the company has money in its hands
belonging to tbe policy holder.

Many states have enacted lawa to cor
rect the wrongs and abases which result
or are likely to result on account of auch
conditions as these ia fire and life in-
surance policies; and it seems to me
there can be no question as to the jus
tice and necessity of similar acts to pro
tect the citizens 01 against auch
wrongs. Our laws should make such
statements and conditions in Insurance
policies as those referred to, representa-
tions and not warranties, without refer.
eoce to the language ot the policy. Con.
cealment of immaterial facts should not
be allowed to void a policy. Error, mis
take or misrepresentation should not
void an insurance policy unless it shall
be shown to have been intentionally aod
fraudulently made. An agent solicit
ing snd writing risks for an insurance
company should be declared its sgeat in
all mailers 01 insurance, and not the
agent of the policy holder. The forfeit-
ure ot a policy tor noa-p- ay ment of the
premium, if the policy has any value at
the time of the forfeiture, ahould be pro- -
cioitea. Ana me companies, alter hav.
ing secured three er more annual Dav- -
ments, ahoulda be estopped from defend
ing against anv claim arising noon
policy, by reason ot any errors, omissions
or misstatement or the assured, in any
application naaae Dy auch assured, un
less positive ana intentional fraud can
be shown.

RAII.RO ADS.
Tbe rapids growth of tbe rail wava of

Kansas is a source alike of just pride
and of grave public anxiety and appre-
hension. The vast and general import,
ance and usefulness of the great arteries
of commerce in promoting the develop
ment ot the stats, la affording facilities
for the aale and apeedy transportation of
our products to market, and In bringing
to ns the products of other sections, can
not be overestimated. But their power
ana innuence over every commercial.
industrial and agricultural interest oi
be people is equally vast, and if not re

stricted and regulated by whoioe-xn- e laws
may readily be wielded as an instrument
of wrong and extortion.

The last legislature enacted a law the

purpose of which was to protect the
people against unjust aggressions by
corporate power, and to secure reasona
ble ana equal tare and freight rates.
This legislation was largely experimen
tal. Wisely, in my judgment, the law-
making power avoided hasty and arbi
trary action, preferring to create a com-
missi on to which should be entrusted
the dnty of investigating the manage
ment and operation of our railways,
near ing ana deciding complaints or an
just discriminations or extortions, gath-
ering information concerning the cost ot
transporting passengers snd treight, and
advising the legislature as to the regula-
tions and laws best calculated to secure
lor the people a prompt, safe and tquita- -
Die transportation service.

This law has. so far. worked well in
practice. It has piomoted a better un
derstanding and more harmonious rela-
tions between the public and the rail-
roads than bas ever before prevailed.
It haa secured considerable reductions
in tares and freight charges, greater
caretainess in railway management, a
more speedy and equitable redress of
grievances, and a more considerate re--
gard, oa the part of railway managers.
tor tbe rights of travelers and shippers.
It removes the responaility and expense
01 a ngnt tor justice from the individual
to the state. It has. to some extent, de
prived the railway corporations ot the
arbitrary power they had possessed, and
sometimes unsparingly exercised, to dis
criminate between communities and in-
dividuals. And it has enlisted iu the
service of the state a body of nun who
iUVe given to -- h compl cated and
many-side- question of railway trans
priallou, caietul iavistigaliou aud
study, so that they are competent lo in
telligently advise tue g power.

Tue experience if other states con
firms the opinion that the commissioner
system, with ample power vested ii tbe
commission, is preierabie to any other
method ol dealing with or regulating
railways In a recent speech in con
gress, an ot Massachusetts
sisted that although the railroad com
missioners ot tbat state had conferred
upon them no power at all except to

recommend, yet in no case
had any railway company dared to re
sist or failed to comply with the mere
recomineudation ot the state railroad
commission. A corporation," he said,
"might be as powerful as au ancient
baron: it might laugh at statutory Den
altiesfbut it gos on i's knees, it (rem
Dies wun terror, at entire exposure."

Such changes and modifications of the
present law as experience with i8 work-
ings msy have shown to be necessary.
should be made. In some respects, I
think, thi auth mty it confers on the
commission should be amplified and en-
larged. But the general scope and re-
quirements of the law, the ever-watchf-

oversight and constant restraint it puts
npon tbe corportions of the state, should
be adhered to.

Tbe source and sum lor all unreasona
ble aud extortionate charges made by
railways for the services they perform,
is in their "watered stock," ; in
other words, stock issued far in excess of
the cost ot tbeir construction. Hallway
companies are justly entitled to reasona-
ble remuneration lor tbe services tbey
perform, aud to a reasonable interest on
the capital legitimately invested in Ibe
buit'fiug and operation of their lines.
But they should not be permitted to es
tablish rates that will enable them to
pay large dividends or interest on stock
or indebtedness n amount double or
three times the cost of the construction
of their roads. Deriving their Dowers
from the state, railway corpora
tions are responsible to the state
for tbe exercise of those powers.
and it is tbe plain duly of the
law. making power to pro'ect the people
sgainst unteasonabie, ixeess've or tx
tortionate transportation rates.

Ibe exhaustive report of the state
board of railway commissioners is com-
mended to your considerate attention.
Tbe suggestions and recommendations it
embodies are derived from careful.
practical and intelligent Investiga'ion
and study of the railway question in all
its phases.

OKVICES IF KANSAS CORPORATIONS.
The legislatuie of 1875 enacted a law

requiring Kansas corporations to keep
aud maintain their geuerul offices within
tbe state. But ths act did not tepeal an
act passed in 1870. which authorizes soy
Kansas railway corporation to consoli
date with, or to lease its road to any rail
way corporation of au "adjoining s'a:e"
whose road forms a connecting snd con
tinuous line. This act of 1870 is in the
in ti rest of "adj .inmir states" rather tbsn
Kansas, and should tie repeal, d White
it remains on the statute books, the act
of 1875 cannot be given much practical
force as against ta lwav companies. Tbe
last mentioned ait, chapter 3, special
session of 1875 has been tor vetrs a dead
lei ter on our statute books. Adequate
means for enforcing it should be provid
ed, or it should be repealed.

PUBLIC HIGHWAYS.
Our road lawa need thorough revis--u.

Belt r highways are nec Ssary,
arid some system should be duvised un
der which it will be possible to secure
them. Tbe present system of making
and improving country roads is ot only
wasteful and unjust In its operation, but
unsatisfactory in its results, it ia a
sys em of "patching" between rains. It
employs a host ot oncers, generally in-

experienced aud careless, and ofien In
competent, to direct work that would be
much more intelligently aud ecoeoml- -

cally accomplished under tuo directioa
of one experienced and responsible off-
icer. It Calls farmers irom work they
understand and in which tbey have a
direct person! interest, and compels
them to engage iu work they do not un
dersiand, and in which they have only
a community Interest. Tbe provision!
of the road law allowing road taxes to be
worked out, aod delinquencies to be re
ported and placed on tbe tax roll ot the
succeeding vear, are an anomaly in our
tax proceedings. It a road district
should embrace au entire municipal
township, ano tbe road tax collected m
cash, should be expended under compe
tent supervision, and the work done with
improved machinery and appliances,
tbe public would be far better seryed
and at less cost, than under the present
system.

BOARD OP AGRICULTURE.
The state board of agriculture has

through its various publications, acbiev
ed a national reputation, and has been of
incalculable benefit to tbe stale in mat
ing known its resources and productions.
Its work aa authorized by law, is to col
lect, arrange and furnish tor the public,
general information concerning Kansas.
The monthly, quarterly, annual and bi
ennial reports of the board relating to
the resources, products ana advantages
of the state, are unequalled by any simi
lar publications in tms country, aod are
eagerly sought tor both far and near. In
its efforts to promote the agricultural in
terests of the state aod encourage indus
trial and manufacturing enterprises
within our borders, the board and its
officers have shown commendable activ
ity and enterprise. I have no hesitation
in saying that this department deserves
a continuance of the liberal support
heretofore extended to it bv the legisla
ture. It has probably contributed more.
in proportion to its cost, to toe settle-
ment, development and material pros-
perity of the atate than any other agency.

OUR STOCK INTERESTS
Earnest protests have reached me from

stock owners in several portions of the
state against the proposed "National
Cattle nail." The complaints ol injury
and losses to our cattle interests, grow-
ing out of the movements of Texas cattle
through Kansas, are also numerous and
vigorous. It is alleged that the losses
from Texas fever, are much
larger than la generally supposed ; tbat
the presence ot Texas cattle within our
borders is a constantly increasing
aouroe of danger to the stock interests
of Kansas ; and that it ia ot the highest
importance that the driving of auch cat-
tle through any portion ot tbe state dur-
ing the months when they are liable to
communicate fever abonld be absolutely
pronioitea.

The stock interest of Kansaa are ao
large and of such vital importance to the
general prosperity of the atate tbat meas
ures essential to ineir protection against
loss or damage should receve your
prompt and favorable consideration.
The legislature at a special session held
last year made provision tor the organi
zation or a cattle commission ana the
appointment of a state veterinary sur-
geon No reports lrom this commission
and officer have been received by me,
but they will I have no doubt be trans-
mitted for yonr information in doe time.
If additional legislation is necessary to
give practical direction and force to the
measure already adopted tor the pro
tection ot our stock Interests it will com
mand my hearty approval.

HORTirrLTlRAL SOCIETY .
Tbe State Hordcnltoral Society ot

Kansas has become one of the leading
horticultural organizations ot the conn
try. Its reports are instructive and val
uable and its influence in stimulating
and developing tbe interests it wss or-
ganized to promote baa been wide aad
potential. Your attention is directed to
certain recommendations ot tbe society,

embodied in a series of resolutions re
cently adopted, and which will be pre- -
sentea to yoa.

THE STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETV.
1 his society has done and is doing a

work of great value and importance
Its main object is the preservation ol
materials relating to the found.
ing growth and progress of the
the state, which would otherwise in large
part pass away with the lapse 01 time.
The entire collections of the society are
tne property ot the atate, and the most
valuable portions ot them are the free
gift of its members and other voluntary
contributors. These collections already
include over sixteen thousand books.
newspaper files and pamphlets, nearly
all relating to or connected with the his
tory and development of tbe state. Tbe
people will, I believe, approve any rea
sonable appropriations for continuing
tne wora 01 tne Historical society .

DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATIONS.
State officers are required by law to

mention in tbeir reports to the legisla-
ture such apparent defects, inconsisten
cies, omissions, or unequal or oppres-
sive provisions of law as tbey may have
discovered. It ia alleged that very few
of the suggestions and recommendations
made under this requirement, by offi
cers at the head of the various depart
ments of the stale government, have se
cured the attention of the
power . This probably is due to tbe fact
that it 18 so often difficult to interest
members of the legislature in matters
not coming within the scope of tbeir
own personal experience or knowledge.
Would tt not be advisable to appoint a
legislative committee charged with the
special duty of considering the sugges-
tions and recommendations thus made,
and before which the officers st the
bead of the various departments
night appear, and verbally present their
views? Surely tbe results of the obser
vations and experience of tbe depart-
ment chiefs would frequently be of great
renent to tne g power in the
discharge of its duty.

THE JUDICIARY.
Tbe constitution provides for three

justices of the supreme court. It was
adopted when tbe state had less than
one-tweltt- h ot its present population.
rbtre has been of course a corresponding
increase ot litigation and as a conse
quence tbe supreme court justices bavt
imposed upon them labors and responsi
bilities not only overtaking but incon
sistent with that deliberation, research
and study whuh ocght to wail on their
judgments Article III ot the constitu
tion should be so amended as to author-
ize five justices of the supremo court,

1 here is grave complaint also concern
ing the untqual division ofjudicial labor
between our district judges. In tour or
five of the eighteen districts the judges
are overburdened with work, while in
some of the other districts tbe labors of
tbe judges are light. It is probable that
we nave enough district judges to dis- -

charge all the duties devolving on them
with ease it these duties were equally
distributed. A general-an- d equitable re-
disricting of the state so as to fairly
apportion its judicial labor would be the
best method of remedying the evil com-
plained of. If this cannot be accomplish
ed, sometbing should be done to relieve
the judges in those districts where with
courts almost constantly in session and
business dispatched with the utmost

it ia impossible to ker--p tbe
dockets clear.

REVISION OK LAWS.
There has been no authorized revision

if the statutes since 1803. The work of
tbat year was not only a revision, but
also a partial codification. An author- -
thonzed revision at an early day is im-
peratively required and the time is fast
approaching when tbe whole body of tbe
law should assume a statutory lorm.
This subj ct is now attracting mu:li at-
tention throughout tbe country, aud
many of the most enlightened lawyers
snd jurors are favorable to codification.
In this comparatively new state we have
thirty-on- e volumes ot supreme court re--
poits with enough material in decided
ca-e- s to make two more volumes. It now
requires yeatly two volumes of ovtr 800
pages each to keep up with the decided
cases although very little space is given
to briefs and most of them ate entirely
omitted. Ii our sister states the accu
mulation of repoits keeps pace with our
own, so tbat in state and federal reports
about one hundred new volumes are
added each year to the legal literal ute of
the country. A very large part f each
volume consists of the arguments of the
judges as to what the law is on particular
subjects, ana the opinions are made up
largely ot tbe arguments of other judges
or of great lawyers which aie scattered
through thousands of volumes of reports
and text books and which are often quite
conflicting. It results tbat the difficulty
of ascertaining ihe law on any particular
sutject ii increased rather than dimin
ished by the multiplication or reports
and treatises. It would seem that with
the immcnte wealth of legal learning
now stfirded by our great law libraries
a code of laws sufficient to define tbe
rights and obligations ot every person in
all the relations id' life and of busloess
might be Iramed which should be cm-brac- ed

within tbe compass of two or
three convenient volumes. This would
relieve tbe apptllate couits fiom the
grtater part of their drudgery and wculd
also very much lighten the labor ol the
interior courts W hen tbe work or re-

vision is again commenced it would be
go.id p dicy t further extend the system
of codification as far as practicable.

FEES.
Uue ol the most tedious and onerous

duties devolving upon clerks ot tbe dis-
trict courts and Justices ot tbe peace is
tbe taxation of costs, embracing in some
cases a hundred items or more of a lew
cents each Sometimes the taxation of
cos's involves more labor than all other
services in the case, and the system is so
complicated and intricate that it rarely
occurs that any two officers, however
honest and capable, tax the 003U at tbe
same amount, even approximately. It
the fees of sn officer were so grouped to
gether in the law ss to consist of two or
three item's only tl.ere would be a great
saving ot time and labor, and the officer
and litigant understanding how much
the law allowed the officer to collect and
required the liugaut to pay, both would
be belter satisfied.

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT.
ry governor of the state during tbe

past ten years has called tbe attention of
the legislature to, and advised a repeal or
modification of the act of March 1872
which abolishes capital punishment by
indirection? In my judgment it would
be better to abolish the death penalty
absolutely than to continue in force the
present law.

THE PARDON! NO POWER.
The constitution vests tbe pardoning

power in tbe governor, "under regula
tions and restrictions prescribed by law
Such regulations and restrictions should.
it seems to me, include a tribunal of
some character through which all appli
cations for pardon should come to the
governor. Tbe granting or refusal ot a
pardon is so grave a responsibility that
it ahould not be decided without the
most thorough and patient investigation
and consideration. Very often ibe chief
executive cannot with due regard for
other duties f his position devote the
necessary time to this work. And in
any event the ends of justice would be
much more effectively subserved if he
could have tbe Denent or tbe advice and
counsel ot a responsible tribunal charged

ith tbe dnty or investigating the
alleged facts or reasons on which an ap.
plication lor a paraon is oasea ana re
porting to him ita findings and concla
sions.

PURPOSES OP CORPORATIONS.
Almost every legislature amends pre

vious acts defining the purposes for
which corporations may be formed so as
to embrace new classes of enterprises.
It would be well to provide once for aL
as in Colorado, that corporations may
oe tormeu lor any lawrut purpose."

RATES 09 INTEREST.
The prevailing rates of interest

throughout the country seem to require
a redaction in this state to six per cent
aa Ihe legal rate, or not exceeding ten
per cent by special contract in writing,
instead of tbe existing rates of seven per
cent and twelve per cent respectively.
IMPROVEMENTS BY OCCUPYING CLAIM

ANT
The assessment of tha valne of im

provement made by occupying claim
ants of real estate is. under the present
regulations, very expensive aod often
oaaatialactory. Twelve jurors are drawn
and summoned Irom tbe body of the
county, and tbey are required to view
the premises and report certain findings
ot fact, some of which cannot be ascer
tained except from testimony or from
the conflicting statements of interested
parties not onoer oath. And yet there
is no nrovision made for compelling the
attendance of-- witnesses, and tbe mode
of procedure is vagoe and indefinite.

THE CRIMES ACT.
Our crimes act, originally brought over

irom Missouri 10 isoo. bas never receiv.
ed much attention from the legislature.
It needs revision and amendment. Bat
yonr attention will now be called only
to one important point that baa been the
subject of much embarrsmnt in aome

of cur court, namely, the difficulty of
aisimguisning oetween manstaugnter in
the fourth degree, under section 20. and
excusable homicide under- - tha second
clause of section 10. It is also submitt-
ed that this clause goes
too fsr in entirely exempting from pun
ishment one who takes tha life of anoth
er under circumstances highly blam- -

able.
DEFECT nt LAWS.

Many defects in our lsws have arisen
trom haste and want of care on the part
of the legislature. Acta hava frequently
been passed purporting to amend cer
tain sections of the general statutes el
1808, for example, which had been
amended and repealed years before.
Sometimes tha acts intended to be re
pealed are otherwise Improperly cited,
as in chapter 37 of tha session laws of
1883. relating to cities of the third el.
And notwithstanding the strict requue-me- nt

ot the constitution, the titles of
some acts are ao indefinite that no per
son but their author can tell the subject
or the legislation by reading them, such
errors and defects are often very mis
chievous in their consequences, and it is
to be hoped that no miatake ot this
character will mar the aeaslon lsws of
18S5.

DECENNIAL CENSUS. ' '

By the terms of the constitution, the
third decennial enumeration ot tbe in
habitants of the state must be taken un
der chapter 20 of the session laws of
1805, which act was afterwards re-p- uo-

liahed aa chapter 17 of the general
statutes of 1808. But it waa repealed
by chapter 07 of tb session laws of 1875.
"An act supplemental to chapter 137 ot
the session lawa of 1873. relating to tbe
collection of statiatics," etc. The cen-
sus of 1875 was taken under the last two
named acts. Section 7 of the suple-ment- al

act of 1873 waa amended by
chapter 182 of tbe session laws of 1877,
and this is tbe ooly change made since
tbe census of 1875 was taken. Chapter
109 of the session laws of 1883, however,
provides for the biennial enrollment oi
tbe soldiers of the late war, their widows
and orphans. I venture the suggestion
that these several acts, commencing with
that of 1873, are inadequate in their pro-
visions tor a regular decennial census,
which ought to follow as near aa may
be the forms used in the Federal census
so that comparison may be made with it.
thus giving us tbe benefit 01 a complete
census everv five years. Your attention
is respectfully invited to this subject,
and to the necessity of an appropriation
for the expenaes of such a census as, in
your wisdom you shall make provision
for.

LEGISLATIVE APPORTIONMENT.'
Section 2, article 10, of the ccnstitu- -

tlon requires a reapportionment of the
state in 1886, based on the census of the
proceeding year. But under the amend-
ments to our organic law providing for
biennial session of the legislature, no
regular session ol the legislature will be
held in 1880, and this requirement of tbe
constitution can be complied with only
through tbe agency of a special session.
This is one of the anomaliea of onr or-
ganic law growing out of its frequent
amendment, and 'JLz difficulty of adjust-
ing these amendments to all sections of
an originally consistent instrument. You
may, perhaps, be able 'o devise some
measure by means of which tbe neoestl y
for an extra aesslon in 1880 msy be
avoided.

ENROLLMENT OK SOLDIERS
The legislature of 1883 provided for a

biennial enrollment of tbe soldiers of the
late war, their widows and orphans,
now residents of the state. This enroll-
ment was hastily, and, in some counties,
very imperfectly made, by the township
assesEora, and tbe lists returned by them
were consolidated by the county clerks.
and forwarded to the adjutant general.
Nothing, I believe, has since been done

ith them.
The purpose of this enrollment wss to

secure a complete record by slates, regi
ments and companies, ot the postotnee
address of all Union soldiers, of the late
war residing in Kansas, to the end that
they, and the surviving soldiers in other
stales, might, on application to tbe adju-
tant general, ascertain the address of
comrades who could furnish evidence
necessary to establish pension and other
clalma growing out ot aervice in the
Union army. Several hundred thousand
pension claima are now held in the pen
sion office at Washington, awaiting
proofs that might be furnished if tbe ap-
plicants could learn the pceloffice ad
dress of surviving comrades. Every
regiment of the Union army, and prob-
ably every company, is represented in
tbe population of Kansas, and it tbe
work begun in 1883 was perfected, the
just claima of thousands of our ewn cit
izens, as well as those of thousand ot
faithful soldiers scattered all over the
country, might be established. I sin-
cerely trust you will adopt measures for
perfection tne enrollment maae in itx3.
and for 'systematically recording tbe
names thus ascertained, so that the ad- -

jutant general can furuish to any appli
cant the posw ince aaarees 01 any soldier
0? tbe union residing in &.ansaa.

OCR EASTERN BOUNDARY LIME.
Our eastern border ia defined in tbe

organic act, tbe act of admission, and In
ur state constitution, as tbe western

boundary of the state of Missouri. The
location of that line from the mouth of
the Kansas river to the north line of the
stsie. Is net definitely understood by our
people nor by the inhabitants or Mis-
souri By tbe - treaties between ' the
United States and the Sacs and foxes,
the act of congresa of J une 7th, 1880,
and tbe executiue proclamation of March
28th, 1837. it appears that the "Platte
Purchase" extended only to tbe Missouri
river, and embraced only the territory
Iving between tbat river and tbe ongi- -
lnal western boundary ot the slate ol
Missouri. Under the generally accepted
rules ot construction, our eastern line
therefore extends to the left, or eastern
bank of tbe Missouri river, aod at low
water tbat stream lies wholly within
this state. On account t the rightful
taxation of the several great bridges
which span the river, tbe jurisdiction of
the courts, the service of civil ana crim-
inal process, on tbe river and on the
bridgea spanning it, tbe sovereignty
over islands,- - and for other reason that
will suggest themselves, it is important
that this line be definitely settled and
generally understood, at as early a day

practicable. 1 recommend tbe refer
ence of the question to tbe attorney gen-
eral for the suggestion of such action as
shall be thought proper.

THE AMENDMENT OF 1S80
At the general election of 1880 tbe peo

ple ot the atate, acting in their sovereign
capacity, adopted an amendment to the
constitution prohibiting the manufac
ture and sale-- of intoxicating liquors.
except lor medical, mechanical and
scientific purposes. Ihe legislature ot
1S81 enacted a law to enforce this con
stitutional provision .

it is the duty or the executive to carry
out the will of the people expressed in
the lsws given him by the representa
tives or the people. L pon yoa, gentle-
men of the legislature, devolves tbe duty
or making the desire of the people effec-
tive. Keeping ia mind the pro-
vision of the constitution, it is in
your power, it is your right,
to smend the present law, or to
repeal it and make another. No statute
ever framed was perfect. Law Is a sub
ject of constant revision. If the present
law noes not accomplish tne results oe--
sired and expected, yon are acquainted
with the reasons, and it is yooT duty to
so amend it aa to make it what the pec
nle bv their votes have said thev wish it
to he. tne questions invoivea are not
partisan questions, and should not he
treated aa such. The law enacted to
give vitality to tbe prohibition amend
ment ahonld be like those lor the
force ment of anv other provisions of onr
constitution, aa brief, simple and direct
as possible. As a rule laws are effective
just in proportion as they are staple
and direct, w un tne experience 01 tne
past to guide yoa, von should be able to
frame an act that will avoid tbe faults
and supply tbe deficiencies of the exist
ing statate

I wonld aaggest that those provision
of tbe present lsw relating to physicians
and druggist ao not seem to be in har
mony wittt the purpose of the constitu
tional amendment itself, ana they im-
pose unreasonable aad obnoxious re
strictions on the manufacture and sale
of lienors for the very purpose recoc
nized by the amendment as legitimate.
Tne people oi tbe state in adopting-- the
amendment or isau ata mot, in my judg
ment, intend to annoy or moarass the
members of an honored and honorable
profession, nor those engaged In a re
putable business, with vexations restric-
tions, bond; oaths aad form. To reseat
these provision would strengthen, not
weaken, the law aad preserve still its
paraoae.

THE rtJBLIC HEALTH.
A letter from tbe national board of

heath advisees me that the presence of
Astatic cholera in epidemic form, in Eu-
rope, is a constant menace to the people
ot this country; tbat this dread disease
has pressed steadily westward daring tbe
past . two years;.- and that
grave apprehensions are - enter,
iaiaed of its appearance in this coantry
It is, therefore, urged by the national

board that the legislatures of the several
states adopt measures whereby the most
thorough sanitary service, state and lo
cal, mav ba immediately organized.

The Kansas State Medical society will
present a memorial asking the passage
of an act for the organization of a state
boaad of health. Such a body properly
organized might be of important service,
especially in the event or tne appear-
ance of cholera. The preservation and
improvement of the public health is,
however, at all times a matter of grave
concern, and suggestions naving aucn
purpose in v tew should receive your
considerate attention.

THX AC9KXT OF SCIENCE.
This Is a nsefol organization, main

tained at no expense to the state except
the courtesy ot having lu reports pub-
lished as a part ot the biennial report of
the state board or agriculture.

The society will present for your con
aideration aad action, the question of
providing for a thorough geological sur-
vey of tbe state. It is urged that in
view of tbe rapid settlement of Kansas
this work is a necessity; that in other
states such surveys have revealed mate-
rial resources which have added largely
to the outlets for the useful employment
of labor and capital ; and tbat tbe value
of the knowledge disseminated by the
reports of the such surveys in prevent
in useless expenditures of capital in
visionary enterprises is equally great. It
ahould not be lorgotien, however, that a
survey or this character, 11 properly
conducted, will be very expensive, and
that if it la not thorougly prosecuted by
toe most competent men, it is worthless.

SORGHUM SUGAR INDUSTRY.
tl. B. Cowgtll, Esq., the agent of the

United State departmpnt of agriculture
for the collection of information, con-
cerning the sorghum lnduatry of Kan
sas, has sent me a report concerning this
industry. There sre new three sugar
factories in the state, located at Sterling,
Hutchinson and Ottawa, and tbey pro-
duced last year 602,000 pounds or sugar
and 155,500 gallons of syrup. This pro-dd- ct

was manufactured from 10.300 tons
of sorghum cane. The quality of the
sugar is identical in composition with
Louisiana sugar. Either of the factories
will, it is stated, be able, after some im
Drovements. to turn out annually a pro
duct of one million pounds of
sugar. It is urged by a number
of citizens, that the stats ahould
encourage thia industry, and I call your
attention to their suggestion. I have
not been able to-- five the subject such
Investigation as would Justify me in
making any recommendation concern-
ing it.

STATE AGENT.
. Hon. S. J. Crawford, the state's agent

at Washington, appointed in pursuance
ot an act -- of the legislature approved
March 3d, 1877, submits a full report ot
bis actions in the matter of certain
claims of the atate against tbe United
States, tie has discharged the impor-
tant duties confided to htm with zeal.
energy and'ability, and provision should
be made lor his compensation under the
terms ot bu contract.

SOLDIERS' HOME .

A branch of the national home for
disabled volunteer soldiers bas been lo-

cated near Leavenworth, and the erec-
tion of the necessary buildings for the
home will soon be commenced. It is ex-
pected that it will be ready for the recep-
tion of those entitled to admission dur-
ing the early autumn. The state is asked
to cede to the United States jurisdiction
over the ground included in the home
reservation.

THE PRICK RAID CLAIMS.
Certain claims growing out of the al

leged diversion or misappropriation of
money paid the stale by the United
States government to reimburse Kansas
for expenses incurred la equipping, arm-
ing transporting and paying the milit;a
called out to aid in repelling the Price
raid of 1804, will be presented tor your
action. If, after receiving money ap
propriated for specific payments, the
slate did, as ia alleged, divert or misap
ply any portion ot the amount, it ia m
hooor bound to repair the wrong done.
A full investigation and a final and equi- -

Uble settlement of the long-pendin- g and
confused questions involved in these
clsims ought lo be hsd.

THE HEW ORLEANS EXPOSITION.
The commissioners in charge of the

Kansaa exhibit at the New Orleana ex
position advise me that they are labor-
ing under great disadvantages because
of the limited appropriation made for
collecting and arranging a display of our
products and industries, ine legisla-
ture appropriated $7,000 and this was
supplemented by $4,000 from tbe expo
sition managers. With this sum the
commissioners have done all in their
power to maintain the reputation of Kan-
sas, but they report, snd other gentlemen
who have visited the exposition naveau-viae- d

me. that our display does not do
Justice to the resources snd development
or the slate, none or tne state institu-
tions have contributed to it, and educa
tional exhibits are practically lacking.

The exposition closes on tbe dlst 01
Msy next, so that if you deem it advisa -

ble to enlarge the Kansas department
your action must be prompt. Undoubt-
edly the magnificent display made by
Kansas at tbe centennial exnioition in
1870 was of vast and permanent benefit
to the state. Whether tbe New Orleana
exposition will be such a success, in Its
exbibiu and attendance as. to justify ad-

ditional expenditures on the Kansaa de
partment, la submitted lor your consiu-aertio- n.

i BTATE PBINT1NU.
Our system of state printing has been

found to work well. At a moderate cost
It give us a very superior class of work
The office of the state printer is in ex-

cellent condition, tbe present incumbent
having renewed and materially enlarged
and improved it.

SAFEGUARDS FOR THE BALLOT UoX.
The present registry law should be re

pealed and an act embodying adequate
Drovlalona for protect in.; the rights of
legal voters and preventing illegal voting
should be Placed on tbe statute books.
The present lsw accomplishes neither of
these purposes, it places in tne nanus
of a petty city office a dangerous
power. No scrutiny or revision of his
acts is provided for; he msy be careless
or strict as bis partisan prejudices in
cline him in registering names: and If
he registers hundreds ot Illegal voters or
name ol mythical persona there is no
way of purging the list 01 tnrse names
or ot detecting ana puoisning nis niai
feasance in office.

A registry law ahould not apply in
cities of less than five thousand inhabit
ants. o small communities such laws
are a hinderance rather than a protection
to legal voting. The personal acquain
tanoeshtp of one voter with all the othera
ahonld afford adequate guarantee against
illegal voting. But in larger centers of
population a careful registrsiion or tbe
legal voters under the provisions of a law
carefully framed is necessary tor the pro-
tection of the ballot box against frauds.
Such a law to be effective should provide
for a non-partis- board ol registration
which should have power to administer

as. Thia hoard should sit during
stated period prior to each election ; tbe
names of the voters it enrolls should be
published; and after such publ lest ion
another aeaslon should be held, when
the names ot legal voters omitted could
be placed oa the lUta, and those or II le
nt voters ceald oe cnaiieogea ana r
moved. A law of this character would be
valuable. Tbe present lsw U worse than
nseles.

. HONEST ELECTIONS.
.The great question of the hour is tbat

of a free, pore, honest ballot box. The
foundation atone on wnicn tne wnoie
fabric of oar government rests is Ihe
ballet box. The republic cannot long
endure if honest votes are not honestly
ceunted. or if legal voters are deprived
ot their right to vote by intimidation or
violence. Tbe developmenU following
recent national elections are surtling,
and should admonish all honest Ameri
can citizens of the danger that menaces
our form ot government. The returns
ot these elections show that, in a
number of the states lately in rebellion.
one voter has usurped by force or fraud
as much electoral power as U exercised
by two or three voters in the northern
Mates. At tbe congressional election of
1882, the average vote polled ia the thirty-s-

even congressional districts of Geor-
gia, At.Kama gonth Carolina, Mississip-
pi and Louisiana was only 13.914, while
tbat polled In the thirtyeigjt coogres-sioaa- l

districts of Iowa, Wisconsin. New
Jersey, Maryland and Minnesota wss
20,743, and for the seven congressmen
representing Kansas the vote averaged
20,168. That thU extraordinary contrast
waa not the result of an unusual in
tereet In tha one section,
and of the apathy of voters in the other,
Uebown by toe vote cast in the late
presidential election. Tbe five southern
state named above polled, for presi-
dent, a total of only 018313 votes, and
elected forty-seve- n presidential electors
and thlrty-aeve- n congressmen, or one
presidential elector for every 13,145 votes,
and one congressman tor every 16,724
votes. At tbe cam election the five
northers states of Iowa, Nebraska, Wu
eoneia, Minnesota and New jersey
polled a total of 1.275,895 votes and elect-
ed only forty-fi- ve presidential elector

and tbirtv-fiv- e congressmen, or one pres-
idential elector for eyery 28,353 votes
and one congressman for every 36,483
votes. Our own sute in this election
nolled a total of 205.084 voles, electing
nine presidential electors and aeven con-
gressmen, or one congressman for every
37,905 votes. It will be seen by these
facts that in each of the five southern
states named one voter exercised more
Dolitical power than two voters in the
aix northern states named. The same
comparisons might be made between the
votes of nearly all southern and notthern
states, showing similar results.

o government assuming to aere us
authority from the popular win, can
lone eDdure ii such systematic and per-- "

sistent crimes against the ballot-bo- x as
these figurs reveal, go on unpunished
and triumphant from year to year and
election to election. No fair-minde-

right-thinkin- g American citizen can up
hold auch injustice. No question of
political economy, or of administrative
reform, or of forign policy Is compar-
able to this question of a tree, fair.
honest balloi-- bt x No crime affalnst the
constitution, tbe laws, the pnnciplea or
the traditions of the Republic is so
monstrous as that of subverting the rule
ot the msjority. Honest men ot all
parties should unite on the issne thus
presented, snd demand tbat every law
and every proper sower which can be
exercised by tbe government shall be
brought to bear to piotect tbe aanctlty of
the ballot-bo- x and establish beyond
question the right of every legal voter
to cast one free, unintimidated ballot.
and to have that ballot conoted as it was
cast.

It mav be said that Kansaa has no
power to remedy wrongs ol thia charac-
ter. Out Kama, speaking through her
legislature and senators and representa-
tives congress, can at least enter her
earnest and indignant protest againat any
system, or wrong, or crime by means ol
which her voters are deprivea 01 tueir
equal rights and powers as citizens 01
the United Stales, in tbe control ot tbe
general government. 1 be records or
the pioneers of Kansaa tell the story of
the brave, good fight they unflinchingly
waged tor equal riehta at the ballot-bo- x.

The admission of Kansas into the Union
was tbe final triumph of an honest ma
jority over Iraud and vlolense. Ana
Kansas would be false to her traditions.
to the faith of her youth and to tbe prin
cipals tbat have glorified her history.
It her voice was sueui
now. when the ballot-boxe- s

of the Itepobllc are invaded by Iraud,
and. in the larger and more important
field of national elections, the sovereign
ty of the msjority is assailed and sub-
verted. Jno. A Martin.

Executive Office, Topeka, Kansas.
Jan. 13, 1885;

TUB PUB LAX TRAUBDY.
Kansas City Journal: Tbe terrible

tragedy in which Captain Pbelan of this
city became involved on Friday in New
York, will arouse indignation against
tbe dynamiters in this country, little
less than that entertained againat them
in England. To Ik sure Captain Phelan
was one ot these conspirators, but tbe
brutal manner of his attempted taktng- -

otf secures for bliu great sympathy.
while it arouses an indignation against
the whole bnnJ with which be was en-

gaged, when it is seen tbey scruple sot
at murdering even one of tbeir comrades
on the slightest suspicion ol defection.

The affair, moreover, demonst'ates the
existence of a conspiracy to wage war of
the most diabolicnl kind, wherein
children and women may be sactlQctd
to the false idea tbat by destroying

vessel now aud then or
blowing up a public building in
x-.- i .. .1 ,. -- .11... will riuv ..v . -
promoted. The attempted assassination
of Capt. Fhelau proves that dynamiters
exist and have a purpose, notwithstand-
ing all their failures 10 do great barm,
and which have moie or less crested tbe
belief tbat the periodical explosions in
England were home manufactured, with
the intent to arouss the prove! bial ani
mosity of the English against the Irish.

The villians In this tragedy, the men
who lured Capt. Phelan to the place ot '

the tragedy, along with their murderous
ageot, ahould be punished to tbe vigor-
ous extent of the law. There should bu
no question abiut finding them, and
there should be. no delay about their
conviction aad condign puuishment. It
matters not wbnt suspicion tbey enter
tained ot Capt. Pcelan's integrity and
loyalty to tkeir perverted view ot liber-
ating Ireland, lr with these things an
American jury has no concern.

The fact ia, murder bas beeu attempt
ed, or the loulest and most brutal mur-

der known to the anusls of crime in tbia
eountiy, may be the result of tbe attack
on Capt. Pbelau, aud the causea leading
up to It cannot be pleaded as an extenu-

ation. America cannot recognize a Con-

spiracy which wis upon a country with
wbicb It was at peace, and wheu It de-

fies the laws ol America, murder
lu own suspects in our country, then,
should tbe mbjoi-t- of lbs law be vindi
cated and the criminals be punished
criminals not only against tbe law of
tbe lsw ot tbe land, but violators ot in
ternational law, and criminals against
tbe eauctity ol lives which legitimate
war opposes, and whoje sufferings ll
ameliorates as tuueb as possible.

There is no justification, or should be
none, before an American jury, ot tbe
assassination of Capt. Phelan, because
O'Donovau Kosas, Kearney and tbe
other conspiraiora suspected him. With
this, as we say, our country bas nothing
to do. Had Capt. fDelao oeiravea every
design of the dynamiters, tbat would
not have made t lit in criminals to our
lsws, so long as the murders they con-
templated were done abroad, and in view
of tbi, there can be no justificstioo of
the attempted murder, or murcer ot
Capt Phelan on the score of
Moreover, thu murder of a

by bis comrades for fear th'ir own
crimes may Ik UiM'fwed can not
be justified iu law. The fact is the
assassination of Capt. Pb Un waa a
diabolical, brutal and fiendish outrage,
and tbe punishment of bis assailant and
those who lured him to face death, can
not be too switt and certain.

It Is. too, a crime tbat can not be jus-
tified by the needs of any cause, but one
tbat entail disgrace npon it, and a sua
plcson or tne justice of it. Ireland we
know ia suffering, bas sutl'ered, and ia
down trodden, but ber liberation and tbe
political advancement and prosperity of
her people cannot and will never be
helped by men who assassinate, and who
become trom trading in and familiariz-
ing themselves with assassination, so
blood-thirst- y as lo murder their own
comrades without trial or Investigation,
but on the merest suspicion, '

ILLIS0I3 8EXAT0RSIIIP.
Commercial Gazette: The senatorial

election blngea on tbe action of Haines
aod Sittig, Democratic and Republican
Independents respectively. Gen. Logan
will unquestionably get the caucus nom-

ination, and his friend hope to get the
one Democratic vote necessary to elect
him. Haloes, however, aaya he will not
vote for him. and it baa been claimed
also that Sittig, whose vote tbe Republi-
cans must have to maintain tbe tie, will
not vote for him. On tbe,Democratic side
Harrison's friends are willing Morrison
should have the nomination, providing
Harrison can't be elected. Close ob-

servers say ihat Morrison's can-

vass, dignified, and in some
sentimental, is win-

ning friends among the rural members.
Morrison is plain, able and, with all his
apparent bluffoess, somewhat genial and
frank. There is no reason to doubt tbe
truth of tbe claim tbat of the one hun-
dred and two Democrats forty are now
attached to Morrison's interests.

There are schemes and . rumors of
schemes, small ambitions and great ones,
but no one can see a way out of the sen-

atorial deadlock. Every member holds
tbe power of a tyrant, if he wishes to
use it like a tyrant. Anybody can de-

feat anybody ele. and, of course, an op-

portunity so unufual develops not a few
men determined to make the moat of
their little brief authority. There is
good prospect for a long contest, lo be
ended ooly by treachery, accident or
dark hors.


